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It was too late. Threatened with excommunication by the council for
taking Raymond's part, Peter at the end of his patience formed a league
consisting of the Counts of Toulouse, Foix, Comminges, the Viscount of
B6arn, the knights of Toulouse and Carcassonne, and the consuls of
Toulouse, and recklessly challenged Simon de Montfort. The southern
opposition had crystallised. Innocent might send the legate Robert de
Courcon to establish peace in Languedoc and turn the Crusade to the
Holy Land, but the battle of Muret (12 September 1218) settled for the
time being the question of the occupation. The death of Peter and the
utter defeat of the coalition opened Provence and the lower Rhone Valley
also to Simon. That born leader won over both Counjon and Cardinal
Peter of Benevento, whom Innocent sent in 1214 to reconcile the citizens
of Toulouse and the southern lords to the Church and to protect their
property; and the war of acquisition blazed again fiercely throughout
Languedoc. Innocent's policy of pacification was completely overborne.
Even when Philip Augustus thought it time to intervene and sent his son
Louis to the south under commission to protect the lordship of Mont-
pellier and the interest of Peter of Aragon's heir, Simon and the legate
succeeded in winning him to their designs and, thanks to Louis, the count
was proclaimed Duke of Narbonne. From the Rhone to the Garonne,
from Albi to the Pyrenees, Simon de Montfort was master. The acts of
his chancery entitled him Count of Toulouse and Leicester, Viscount of
Beziers and Carcassonne, and Duke of Narbonne.

Yet Innocent had the last word. By declaring the property of lay
heretics confiscate and extending the penalty to all supporters who did
not within a year seek absolution from the excommunication imposed
upon them, the Lateran Council of 1&15 appeared to Simon de Montfort
and his friends to sanction the fall of Raymond and his allies. But the
Count of Toulouse, accompanied by the Counts of Foix and Comminges,
appeared before the Council to defend his interests and a legal contest
between his party and the representatives of Simon de Montfort followed.
Innocent's decision attempted to conciliate both parties. He did not
venture to disavow his legates. Raymond had been guilty and justly
deprived of his estates; the Pope however assigned him an annuity of
400 silver marks. The Countess of Toulouse was declared a faithful
Catholic and her dower was maintained* The lands conquered by the
crusaders, especially Montauban and Toulouse, were to remain in the
hands of Simon de Montfort and other grantees; but those not yet
occupied were to be guarded in the name of the Church for the son of
Raymond VI when he came of age. The question of Foix was treated in
the same spirit. The count's territories were to be guarded by the Church
pending an inquiry into his conduct, and Foix itself was to be restored to
him as soon as he had obtained absolution. It is probable that the Count
of Comminges was treated in the same way. A sentence of total disin-
heritance, of doubtful validity in feudal Iaw5 would not have pleased the